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Headteacher’s  
Message
Welcome to St Gerard’s School Trust which is a 
small independent day school that has a happy, 
secure, family atmosphere in which the pupils 
thrive. 

Since its foundation over a hundred years 
ago the school has maintained a kind and 
caring ethos which also sets high standards of 
behaviour for the students. Children from the 
earliest years learn to share with and care for 
others and the older children work and interact 
in an atmosphere free from bullying that 
encourages them to be resilient, compassionate 
and trustworthy. 

There are lots of different activities that the 
children can take part in to enrich their learning 
experience. Through the hard work of staff and 
pupils and the support of parents we hope to 
develop analytical, critical and compassionate 
thinkers who are capable of achieving happiness 
and success in their life. 

We achieve fantastic results year on year and 
last year were ranked second in the UK for small 
independent schools. We are very proud of our 
school and all that is achieved here. 

The best advertisement for our school is our 
students and we invite you to come and meet 
them and see the school in action. 

Campbell Harrison 
Headteacher
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• Feel safe and valued as part of a 
caring community that celebrates 
success 

• Be independent thinkers / learners 
who are able to seek solutions 
creatively and co-operatively

• Inspire enquiring minds and  
ask questions

• Experience and actively participate 
in a relevant, enjoyable curriculum 
that evolves to meet the needs of all 

• Listen and articulate responses 
showing consideration to others 

• Be polite and courteous 

• Be proactive in our responsibilities 
towards the community, society, the 
environment and economy, linking 
‘real life’ with our learning 

• Understand and respect diversity 

• Be aware of and recognise our own 
learning needs and be involved in 
planning future steps and targets

• Develop a sense of self-esteem: 
be well-balanced and healthy 
individuals 

• Contribute to our wider community 
by being considerate of others

We aim for us all to:
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Junior School
Developing a love of learning

From your child’s very first day at St Gerard’s 
we lay the foundation for a love of learning that 
will remain with them throughout the course of 
their school life, providing a bedrock for future 
success in public examinations.  Small class sizes, 
experienced staff, individual learning journeys and 
a high degree of interaction with parents combine 
to ensure your child receives individual attention in 
a safe, enjoyable, caring and creative environment. 
Small numbers will enable your child to make 
close friendships and develop good relationships 
with their teachers. This allows them to grow in 
confidence, express themselves and be challenged 
as they actively engage in their learning.  Learning 
regularly takes places outside of the classroom 
as well with trips and visits to local venues such 
as Penrhyn Castle near Bangor, the National Slate 
Museum in Llanberis and the local library.
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Assessment

Pupils are assessed both formally and informally with 
feedback and targets being set in response to written 
and spoken tasks. Baseline tests are sat in literacy and 
numeracy including mental maths and spelling at the 
start of each term. This data enables staff to closely 
monitor pupils and help pinpoint targets to achieve 
greater progress. Individual education plans may be 
drawn up and parental involvement is very much 
welcomed at St Gerard’s. Weekly tests in spelling  
and mental maths are the norm. 

Targets

Each of our pupils has an independent set of targets in 
the various subject areas. These are reviewed with each 
other and their teachers on a regular basis. We have 
noticed a significant improvement in the areas targeted 
and hope to find ways of making this even more 
successful in the future.
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Junior Curriculum

Prospectus

Science

The scheme of work follows the national guidelines 
and meets its requirements for the delivery of science 
teaching to achieve success at the end of each Key 
Stage. Assessment opportunities provide a ‘baseline’ 
record. Particular emphasis will focus on investigative 
techniques and procedures across a broad range  
of topics.

English

Skills are taught, developed and consolidated through 
reading, writing and speaking and listening tasks in 
response to a range of challenging texts. Spelling rules 
are taught each week and are reinforced through weekly 
testing.

Mathematics

Children are taught the importance of the four rules of 
number and are encouraged to know their times tables 
by the end of Year 4. There is support offered where 
needed and extension work for high flyers. Parents 
are encouraged to practice tables with children on a 
regular basis. The importance of numeracy is related 
to everyday life and other subjects. 

After school 

After school clubs are offered by our junior school  
to provide additional experiences in the Arts, sciences 
and ICT. Some offerings include art club, STEM club 
and movie making club.
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Senior School
Our senior school offers a small educational community 
that is focused on the potential of each pupil. Our small 
class sizes in the senior school allow for individual 
attention for each pupil. 

Teachers are aware of individual pupil’s strengths  
and target areas for improvement.
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Years 7 - 9
Building Skills, Knowledge  
and Experience 

The programme for Years 7 – 9 (Key Stage 3)  
covers all areas of the traditional curriculum  
through the medium of English and is common to  
all students. Many of the subjects follow aspects of  
the Welsh National Curriculum although by Year 9  
students are beginning to cover aspects of the GCSE  
curriculum. The school offers Welsh as a second language  
and is committed to broadening horizons through the study  
of a modern foreign language, currently French.

Assessment & Reports

Assessment is carried out on a regular basis across the 
curriculum throughout the year. Reports are issued 
twice yearly. Formal parents’ consultations also occur 
throughout the year and parents are welcome to make 
contact in the case of any concern they may have at  
other times. 
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GCSE
Building Skills, Knowledge and Expertise 

The programme for Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4) 
continues to build on the areas of the traditional 
curriculum through the medium of English. This includes 
a selection of core subjects (i.e. English, maths, sciences, 
ICT) while also allowing pupils to gain further expertise  
in selected option subjects.
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Sixth Form
Advanced Knowledge and 
Critical Thinking

Years 12 and 13 is a very important part 
of the school, offering a good range 
of courses and opportunities for the 
further development of pupils talents 
and interests. It is usual for pupils to 
undertake at least three AS courses, 
leading to at least three full ‘A’ levels. 

Life In The Sixth Form

Life in the Sixth Form differs 
significantly from that of other years. We 
feel that the structure adopted mirrors 
more closely our pupils’ future academic 
environment. An options booklet 
regarding the Sixth Form is made 
available to Year 11 students  
and their parents.

Homework & Independent Study

Part of maintaining a strong homework 
routine is also about the development of 
independent study. This self-disciplined 
approach to consolidating information 
and building their own study skills 
is essential for a successful future in 
higher education.

Assessment & Reports

At GCSE and Sixth Form assessment is carried out on a 
regular basis across the curriculum throughout the year.
More formal testing also occurs - at the end of a term or 
a course unit, as appropriate. Reports are issued yearly.
Formal parents’ consultations also occur throughout the 
year and parents are welcome to make contact in the case 
of any concern they may have at other times. Courses are 
examined by the WJEC, Eduqas, OCR, AQA and Edexcel.

Careers and Higher Education

Full information on opportunities in higher education is 
readily available to students and individual guidance is 
given on all aspects of university choice and applications. 
Applications for higher education are carefully prepared 
and detailed attention is paid to choice of university and 
course as well as to the whole application procedure 
through UCAS.

Exam Success

Examination results have been consistently excellent, well above 
the national average.The school is regularly within the UK’s top 
150 secondary schools for ‘A’ level results and has been 2nd in the 
UK for GCSE.

We attribute the exam success of students at St Gerard’s to the 
confluence of several factors:
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• An environment which promotes good  
study habits

• Dedicated teaching and close monitoring

• Small teaching groups

• Sound guidance



15Prospectus

School Life
A Variety of Activities and Opportunities
 
A school is, of course, much more than its academic 
programme and results. Thus, at St Gerard’s, there
are opportunities to take part in various school 
activities which not only complement academic
development but also enable other interests and  
talents to flourish. Regular extra-curricular activities
take place in sports, English, drama, geography  
and music.

Pupils have access to:

• Visits and fieldwork to enhance classroom studies

• Opportunities for reflection and spiritual growth

• Opportunities for service and the exercise  
of responsibility

• A variety of sports’ teams in competition with  
other schools; also inter-house competitions

• Specialist facilities at the University of Bangor to 
enhance both the PE programme and team training

• Theatre visits and concerts, both local  
and further afield

• Orchestra, choir, drama club and instrumental 
tuition by private arrangement with peripatetic staff 

• Visits to national and international sports’ 
competitions
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School Trips
 
The school also arranges trips abroad both sporting 
and cultural. Skiing in Tignes, basketball in Galway and 
museums and art galleries in Paris are some of the  
trips that have either taken place or are planned.

Recent junior school trips include visits to Oriel Ynys 
Mon (Llangefni), The National Slate Museum (Llanberis) 
as well as our local library.

The junior and senior schools also invite speakers  
into school to talk with the pupils about important
issues. At the junior school this includes police 
constables and subject specialists for the STEM 
activities. At the senior school this can include experts 
in preparation for Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, local
artists to work with students and speakers associated 
with our school charity.

School Sport/Tours
 
Sport is an active part of school life. Students are 
enrolled in physical education lessons at Key Stage  
3 and 4 as part of our core curriculum. However,  
outside of lessons sport maintains a series  
of fixtures and competitions connected with  
inter-school events.
 
During the academic year, pupils are offered the 
opportunity to travel away with their teams. Girls’ 
netball make an annual trip to Condover Hall to 
participate in a tournament and enjoy a series  
of outdoor activities.  Boys’ basketball has also 
travelled to different locations for tournaments 
including London and Ireland.

Activity Days
 
During the summer term pupils in various year groups 
are offered the opportunity to participate in activity 
days.  This could be on site at the Conway Centre, in 
Anglesey, or at other locations around Gwynedd  
and Anglesey.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards (DofE)
 
St Gerard’s School trust is a licensed organisation to 
provide the Duke of Edinburgh awards. Each year
opportunities are open to students to join the  
different award programmes. For example our Year 9
students are encouraged to consider beginning their 
bronze award.

Extra-Curricular Programme 
 
Throughout the school, pupils are also 
able to engage with extra-curricular 
activities on a weekly basis with sports 
clubs and activities both at lunch and 
after school. Trips are arranged to 
engage with: inter-school competitions, 
local and national museums, and  
outdoor adventure experiences.

Sports
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