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Report from fellows awarded a travel grant in 2015 
 

Name: Leonardo Solaini  
Home institution: Spedali Civili, Department of Clinical and Surgical Sciences, University of Brescia, Italy 
Host Unit/Institute: Department of Surgery, Academic Medical Centre, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Supervisor: Dr. Marc Besselink 
Learning Objectives: To investigate the role of FOLFIRINOX and gemcitabine in combination with ablation 
therapy in the treatment of locally advanced pancreatic cancer. To understand the role of minimally invasive 
surgery in resectable pancreatic cancer. 
 
Thanks to the support of ESSO and EYSAC I attended the HPB Unit of the Department of Surgery of AMC in 
Amsterdam as a clinical-research fellow. My main objective was to investigate the role of induction 
chemotherapy followed by ablation therapy in the treatment of locally advanced pancreatic cancer. I focused 
my research on radiofrequency ablation and irreversible electroporation. My research project was in part 
linked to PELICAN trial which is a nationwide prospective randomized trial on the use of chemotherapy and 
subsequent radiofrequency ablation for locally advanced pancreatic cancer.  

I weekly attended a multidisciplinary meeting, the Gastro Intestinal Oncology Center Amsterdam (GIOCA), 
during which patients were re-assessed by a panel of experts in the different specialties and recruited for the 
several trials on-going in the centre. I followed-up patients from recruitment to the day of the procedure, 
discussing with the project coordinators about indications, pros and cons according to the preliminary 
findings. When the ablative procedure required a surgical access, I was directly involved in the operation. At 
AMC I had also the opportunity to gain experience in major HPB minimally invasive procedure. I routinely 
assisted the surgeons in laparoscopic pancreatoduodenectomy and distal pancreatectomies, being trained in 
the tricks and tips of these challenging operations. Every time patients were eligible for a minimally invasive 
approach they were randomised for the standard approach according to the protocol of LEOPARD1-2 trials. 
The institution provides cutting edge technology to perform these complex procedures and these are fully 
exploited by the surgeons. This results in a very high standard of care for patients and an extremely efficient 
management of the national health system.  

This fellowship also favoured the establishment of a collaboration between my Italian Institution and AMC in 
the context of a panEuropean project about minimally invasive surgery of the pancreas. 

In summary, EYSAC research fellowship at AMC was a very enriching experience both from the clinical and 
scientific point of view which fundamentally contributed to my growth as a surgical oncologist. 

I would like to express my greatest gratitude to Dr. Marc Besselink for his support and mentorship, and for 
hosting me and welcoming me as a member of his team. I would also like to thank Professors Busch and Van 
Gulik for their time and support. Finally, I wish to thank ESSO and EYSAC whose financial support gave me the 
opportunity of this fellowship. 


